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Berkeley Heights Newsletter
Communications Committee Publication - February 2021

Follow Township News on Social: Facebook @BerkeleyHeightsCommunicationsCommittee AND
@BerkeleyHeightsTwpNJ, Instagram @BerkeleyHeightsgov, and Twitter @BHnjGov

Newsletter Summary - What You'll Find Below:
COVID-19 Vaccine Update
Important Town Business
Senior Corner
Committee Updates
Community Updates
State of NJ Updates

COVID-19 Vaccine Update
New Jersey is rolling out COVID-19 vaccines in a phased approach. Eligibility is limited to
specific categories of NJ residents based on age and medical conditions. New Jersey and Union
County have private and public vaccine locations and eligible residents are encouraged to pursue
all available options to be vaccinated as soon as possible.
The Township and Communications Committee are working together to provide
up-to-date information about eligibility and how to register to receive the vaccine.
This information is changing rapidly please check frequently for updates.
Eligible residents are encouraged to actively pursue getting a vaccination
appointment.

SENIORS: Help is available - Appointment Scheduling and Appointment
Transportation
Berkeley Heights seniors can sign up for help obtaining a vaccination appointment through the
Township's dedicated Senior Citizen hotline
Email seniors@bhtwp.com. Please include name, date of birth, contact number,
address and email address if you have one.
Call & leave a voicemail at (908) 464-2700 ext. 2229 and leave the same information
as above.
Someone will respond within 24 hours. Please indicate how far you or your driver are willing to
drive to get the vaccine. Our community is lucky to have a team of community volunteers willing
and able to help make appointments and/or drive eligible residents to appointments.
Seniors will have their second dose scheduled before they leave the vaccination site.
Vaccine Appointment Resources:
Please use our helpful list of links and resources to assist all eligible residents with internet
access as they work to schedule their own Vaccine appointments. This list is updated regularly
and can be found on the Township COVID19 page: www.BerkeleyHeights.gov/COVID19
More details about the Vaccine is available on the Union County COVID19 website or by calling
the Union County COVID Call Center: (908) 613-7VAX (7829)

Local Testing Resources

Township Business
Town Council Updates
Town Council Public Budget Hearings
The public is invited to participate in the Town Council Budget
Hearings. The next meeting will be on Mon, March 1 at 7pm. A
recording of the first meeting can be found on our website.
The first 2021 budget meeting of the year was held Monday,
February 22 via Zoom. On Monday, March 1, Council will hear
the Capital Budget requests - from Department heads, the Chief
Financial Officer and the Township Administrator.

For a primer on our municipal budget process, and the difference between operating and capital
budgets, please click here. It's important to note that the municipality only has control of about
18% of the total revenue that comes in to the Township. That means that only 18% of all money
that comes in has to be stretched to pay for all resident services, roads, sewer, etc. as well as
salaries and wages for municipal employees.

Link to Zoom Meeting and Budget Meeting Agenda

Township Closes on Sale of Old Little Flower Church Property
After years of negotiating, this week the Township
closed on the Sale of the old Little Flower Church
property on Roosevelt Ave and received the expected
$10.5M from Toll Brothers which will which will go
directly toward paying off the Township’s municipal
complex debt. The property will become luxury
townhomes and condos, including affordable housing as
mandated by the State. Details about the plans for the
property can be found on the website.
The successful closing is a result of the years of hard work by so many current and former
Township officials. The project dates back to 2015 when the property was deemed "in need of
redevelopment" by Council.

Senior Advisory Board Transitions into Senior Affairs Committee
The Township came a step closer to creating a Seniors Affairs Committee after the Council voted
on February 16 to introduce an ordinance that would establish the permanent committee.
According to the language of the ordinance, the new committee is designed to “provide
information to the public on various aspects of aging, as well as to identify the needs of,
increase communications to, develop and coordinate resources for, and explore appropriate
solutions to issues affecting the Township’s senior citizens.”
A public hearing and vote for final adoption are scheduled for the March 2 Town Council
meeting. The new Seniors Affairs Committee, if voted into existence, would replace the Senior
Advisory Board as the standing committee serving the aging population in Berkeley Heights.
Full details can be found in TAPinto Berkeley Heights.

Reintroduced Sustainable New Jersey Resolution
Two environmental themed resolutions were introduced and passed at the Feb. 16 Council
meeting.
Both resolutions will be reintroduced after they were pulled at a meeting earlier in the year. The
resolutions come after an environmental commission conference session held on Jan. 19 which

discussed the content of the Sustainable New Jersey resolution in detail.
One resolution addresses the potential certification with Sustainable New Jersey while the other
covers municipal land use practices. Full details can be found in TAPinto Berkeley Heights.

New Recycling Schedule - STARTS
MARCH 8
Starting the week of March 8, 2021, the second
week in March, recycling days in town will
change from Wednesday & Thursday; to Monday
& Tuesday, due to a significant increase in recycling
tonnage caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The full
2021 Recycling schedule is on the website. Giordano
will provide residents with reminders closer to the
schedule change date. Read more at TAPinto.

Municipal Complex
The Municipal Complex remains CLOSED to the public,
due to COVID-19 restrictions. Most Township business
questions can be answered using the website:
www.BerkeleyHeights.gov including permit scheduling
and so much more. Please look there before calling or
emailing. Thank you!
Find all municipal complex updates, including weekly videos, here. The township
administrator is filming her own weekly short video highlights of the progress. The most recent update
can be found here.

March Electronics Recycling CANCELLED
Electronics and foam recycling is cancelled for the month of March, while the Township seeks a new
"home" for these operations. Township has recently closed on the sale of the property (it is now owned
by Toll Brothers). The program returns on Saturday, April 3; location to be determined.
Reminder that electronics recycling is the first Saturday of every month at from 9am-12noon. Details
about the program on on the Town website.

Winter Weather Reminders
Please note the following reminders regarding resident responsibilities with snow and other
winter weather:
After a storm, shovel walks and uncover hydrants. Per ordinance, residents and commercial
property owners are responsible for clearing their sidewalks within 24 hours of the last snowfall.
Please be patient, the crews are working hard and unfortunately, every street can't be first.
Help your neighbors if you have an elderly or disabled neighbor, make sure they are okay and
assist them with shoveling, or plowing if you can.

Remove vehicles and obstructions (garbage and recycling cans, basketball hoops, etc.) near curbs
they may impede plowing.
You must provide room for snow to be deposited off plows.
Stay off the roads.
When clearing your driveway or sidewalk, don't put snow into the road, this applies to
contractors as well.

Senior Corner

Committee/Board Updates
Planning Board
Berkeley Crossing (former Berkeley Florist)
The Berkeley Crossing Urban Renewal LLC ( formerly Berkeley Florist site) application for
preliminary and final site plan approval was on 2/17/21 and the application was approved by the
Board. The minutes will be available after the March 3rd meeting. Details about the project can
be found on the Township website.
Washington Ave minor subdivision denied
On January 20th and February 3rd the Planning Board heard testimony regarding an application
for a minor subdivision at 124 & 126 Washington Street, Block 105, Lots 13 & 13.01. The

application was denied by the Board. Details can be found in the Planning Board minutes online.
Click here for detailed information about all of the redevelopment projects and status updates.

Downtown Beautification Committee (DBC)
Adopt a Sign
Spring is on the way! That means families,
community groups, and businesses can “Adopta-Sign”— an annual opportunity to volunteer to
make Berkeley Heights even greener and more
beautiful.
Adopting one of the “Welcome to Berkeley
Heights” or park signs means planting flowers
and greenery at the base, then watering and
weeding them over the course of the summer
and fall. This program gives families, Girl Scout
troops, neighborhood groups, and businesses a
chance to demonstrate community-mindedness
while developing a green thumb. Some even
choose to add creative touches like Halloween or
winter holiday decorations. If you are interested, please email the Downtown Beautification
Committee at DBC@bhtwp.com for locations, availability and guidelines.

Sustained Applause!
Did you know that Berkeley Heights is one of only 219
New Jersey towns that are Sustainable Jersey certified?
Berkeley Heights achieved silver level Sustainable Jersey
certification in 2020.
To become Sustainable Jersey certified, Berkeley
Heights had to complete a balance of the rigorous
program sustainability actions. In addition, Berkeley
Heights created a green team and completed 28 actions,
including three priority actions: energy tracking & management, green business recognition
program, natural resource inventory.
To get involved with Berkeley Heights’s green team and sustainability initiatives, contact the
Environmental Commission, email EC@bhtwp.com. To participate in Sustainable Jersey free
workshops and events held across the state, visit www.SustainableJersey.com.
Trex Thin-Film Plastics Collection Resumes at Taylor Rental, Continues at MKM
and Wharton
Effective immediately, Taylor Rental is resuming its participation in the Trex Thin Film Plastics
collection program. Taylor Rental is coordinating with a new Trex partner at this time, to enable

the Trex bin at Taylor Rental to remain open. Please feel free to drop off your thin film plastics at
their Springfield Avenue location.
If you have children who attend MKM or who attend Wharton Institute for the Performing Arts,
you may continue bringing your thin film plastics to such locations.

Community Updates
Berkeley Heights Diversity Council
The Berkeley Heights Diversity Council recently
sent out its February Newsletter. Please sign up
and then click here to read about all that the
BHDC is doing to help Berkeley Heights become
the most open and welcoming community in
New Jersey.
Highlights from the newsletter include:
Going on NOW:
Black History Month - Facebook Series
Woman of the Week (WOW) Series for
Women's Heritage Month - Nominate
Today by emailing BHDC at
BHDiversity@gmail.com!
Summaries of recent events:
Lunar New Year - including an ongoing Community Service opportunity - February, 2021
Board of Education Listening Session - November, 2020
MLK Jr Day of Service - Online Celebration and Offline Community Service - January,
2021
Coming Soon:
Listening Sessions Planned with BHPD and BOE - March 2021

Giving Back - Spread the Joy Boxes
"Spread the Joy Foundation" is a not-for-profit that collects from sponsors & toy manufacturers
and distributes Joy Boxes to children in various hospitals. Giving Back is looking for 13 children
and a few parents to help assemble 80 joy boxes. The YMCA has graciously offered their facility
to Giving Back to host this event. The event is scheduled for Saturday, 3/13, from 1:30pm2:15pm. Please sign up and save the date. Masks will be required.

Girl Scout Troop Cookie & Can Drive
Girl Scout
Troop 40538
needs your
help! We're
running a
"virtual cookies
and can" event starting today through March 14th
Bring unexpired, non perishables for Little Flower
Bring Cat/Dog food or cat litter for Plainfield Area Humane Society
Drop it off at either 88 Maple Ave or 48 Springholm Drive.
Need cookies or want to donate a box or 2 to the food pantry or Humane Society?
Drop off $5/box with your donation (check made out to our troop 40538)
For every $5, a box of cookies will be added to your food donation.

Thanks for your support!

BH Volunteer Rescue Squad - Why I Ride Series
The Berkeley Heights Volunteer Rescue Squad (BHVRS) “Why I Ride” series features BHVRS
members and why they chose to become an EMT and volunteer. What a great way to get to know
the squad. Each edition appears in TAPinto Berkeley Heights.

Berkeley Heights Education Foundation
#SpinForBHSchools
On Saturday, Feb 20, nearly fifty people joined a Peloton live ride with the hashtag
#SpinforBHSchools and over seventy people donated to our event raising $2,300! This is a true
testament to the power of our community. Donate to the BH Education Foundation to show
your support for bringing pandemic support as well as new and innovative gifts and programs to
all 6 of the BH public schools.

Take the BH Pledge! Berkeley Heights Business & Civic
The Berkeley Heights Business and Civic in partnership with TAPinto Berkeley Heights
has launched its latest strategy for making customers feel safer as they venture out to
Berkeley Heights businesses during the pandemic.
The Berkeley Heights Cares campaign provides business owners the opportunity to show
they adhere to the latest health guidelines. Those include daily temperature checks for
workers and sending them home when they are sick, wearing face masks on the
job, increased hand washing and sanitizing of commonly touched surfaces.The Berkeley
Heights Cares pledge also means that compliance with state and local safety guidelines
have been met. Posters have been placed in storefront windows to demonstrate he
business has taken the Berkeley Heights Pledge. Click here to learn more about Cares

pledge.

BHPD Fundraiser
A group of community members is coordinating a fundraiser for the Berkeley Heights Police
Department to expand self-defense programming for the community in their new municipal complex
training room and to purchase gym equipment. The BHPD strives to be the best they can be and actively
works to strengthen our community and create proactive, respectful and trusted bonds with all
groups and residents so that our community can be stronger and so they can create proactive, respectful
and trusted bonds with all residents. Details about the fundraiser and ways to donate can be found on
the BHPD Fundraiser Facebook page or by emailing: bhpdfundraiser@gmail.com.

Library Events
BHPL is moving forward! The book drop at 29 Park Avenue is now open. Turn at the
DPW/Police sign on Park Ave., onto Berkeley Ave., turn right into the new lot, turn right again to

reach the entrance. The new book drop has separate returns for books and DVDs. Remember
that items will still be quarantined for 3 days before being checked in.

Holds can be placed again starting March 1st. Curbside pick-up will still be in
place for the foreseeable future. Items can be returned in the book drop.
Inter-Library-Loan requests can be placed starting March 8th.

NJ State Updates
NJ Easing Restrictions for Religious Gatherings, Live Sports,
Entertainment Venues.
The changes go into effect immediately. Religious services at churches, mosques and other
houses of worship will be allowed to run at 50% capacity.
Also in effect, two parents/guardians will be allowed to attend indoor and outdoor college sports
practices, as long as crowd sized don’t go over 35% and social distancing is in place outdoors.
Thirdly, starting next week on March 1, professional sports and entertainment venues will allow
for spectators. A 5,000-person cap will be in effect - with a 10% capacity for indoor venues and
15% capacity for outdoor venues. Full details.

States on NJ Quarantine Advisory List
New Jersey continues to strongly discourage all non-essential interstate travel at this time. Travelers and
residents returning from any U.S. state or territory beyond the immediate region (New York,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware) should self-quarantine at their home, hotel, or other
temporary lodging for the CDC recommended period, which is currently 14 days.

State COVID-19 Updates
More state updates can be found on the NJ.gov website. Additionally, Governor Murphy also provides
updates on social media. Below are links to his official accounts:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
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